The best education does not happen at a desk, but rather
engaged in everyday living – hands on, exploring, in active
relationship with life

AROUND THE COUNTRY
World Autism Day --------------------------------------------- 2
Children’s Book Day ------------------------------------------ 2
Easter ---------------------------------------------------------- 2-5
International Day of Human Space Flight ----------------12
Baisakhi Festival ---------------------------------------------- 13
Nature Play Week --------------------------------------- 14-25
Earth Day ------------------------------------------------------ 22
Anzac Day ----------------------------------------------------- 25
Pay it Forward Day ------------------------------------------- 28

Our Committee of Management are looking
for passionate parents or community
members with a vested interest in Yarram
Early Learning to join the Committee of
Management. If you believe you can offer
special insight or knowledge that can
support the management of our centre then
we would like to hear from you.
Enquiries can be directed to
cathy.gay@yarramelc.com.au

support and inspire a kinder, more inclusive world. Wear
something blue on April 2 in support of understanding and
acceptance for people with autism. Find more information for
Go Blue for Autism here.

PAY IT FORWARD DAY – APRIL 28

WORLD AUTISM DAY – APRIL 2
No two people on the spectrum are the same – each person has
their own way of seeing the world, which makes them interesting
and unique. World Autism Day aims to increase understanding and
acceptance of people with autism, foster worldwide

Pay It Forward Day is a global initiative that exists to make a
difference by creating a huge ripple of kindness felt across the
world. We believe that small acts, when multiplied by millions of
people can literally change the world for the better. For some
ideas on how you can Pay it Forward follow the link here.

EASY PEASY PASTA SALAD

Celebrate Earth Day with
these beautiful picture
books.

WHAT’S INSIDE A FLOWER
RACHEL IGNOTOFSKY | 4 - 7

PREP 15 min | COOK 10 min | SERVES 6-8 SERVINGS

INGREDIENTS
•
•
•
•
•
•

500 grams short pasta
250 grams cherry tomatoes, halved
1/2 cup (125ml) store bought basil pesto
100 grams parmesan, shaved
2 cups (250 grams) baby spinach and rocket
leaves
1 cup (100 grams) basil, leaves picked

METHOD:
Bring a large pot of salted water to the boil, add
pasta and cook according to packet
instructions.
Drain and rinse under cold water.
Place pasta into a large bowl, add cherry
tomatoes, pesto, parmesan, baby spinach and
rocket, basil and toss to combine. Enjoy
Recipe and Image from My Lovely Little Lunchbox

Nurture their curiosity about the natural world–starting with
what’s inside a flower. Budding backyard scientists can start
exploring their world with this stunning introduction to these
flowery show-stoppers–from seeds to roots to blooms. Learning
how flowers grow gives kids beautiful building blocks of science
and inquiry.

THE TREE IN ME
CORINNA LUYKEN | 4 - 8
A stunning and sensitive portrait of the strength within each of us
and the nourishment we receive from the natural world.
Through poetic text and exquisite illustrations of children revelling
in nature, this picture book explores the various ways we as
human beings are strong, creative, and connected to others.

MY FRIEND EARTH
PATRICIA MACLACHLAN | 3 - 6
Our friend Earth does so many wonderful things! She tends to
animals large and small. She pours down summer rain and
autumn leaves. She sprinkles whisper-white snow and protects
the tiny seeds waiting for spring. Readers of all ages will pore over
the pages of this spectacular book.

This month in the Ngarawert Room it has been quiet with low numbers
due to the gastro outbreak. This has led to the program continuing for
two more weeks to give the children more time to explore the
activities in the program.
The children have had the opportunity to pick out a toy of interest on
arrival which they shared with each other throughout the day, giving
them a sense of agency. With the warm weather the children have
been enjoying climbing on the climbing frame and riding the
bikes/trucks in the sunshine.
Unfortunately, the Centre couldn’t participate in the Babies Day Out
located at the park on March 12th, but instead had their own special
day at care including face painting, water balloons, arts and craft,
and hot chips for lunch! The children had a great experience and
loved throwing and popping the water balloons.
REMINDER: We ask again, to please ensure ALL your child’s belongings
are labelled including clothes, shoes, dummies, comforters lunch box
etc to ensure children’s belongings don’t accidently go home with
someone else. The Ngarawert team would also like to give a reminder
to please pack healthy options in your child/rens lunch box’s.
* please see more about healthy lunchboxes on the last page of this
newsletter.
The Ngarawert Team

Image & Activity Source: klorane.com/au-en/content/tips-eco-friendly-school-holiday-activities

This month has been a bit different to normal, we have been limited to what we
have been able to do with the children. Due to the gastro outbreak we have
had very limited toys out and have been unable to do certain activities but
that hasn’t stopped us from having fun.
Due to the notice from the health department we had to sadly cancel our
excursion to the babies day out, we did however have an alternate option by
ordering some hot chips, getting some face paint and having some fun with
the children. The weather worked in our favour and we were able to spend
majority of the day outside in the sunshine.
We got some new toys outside that we share with the Ngarawert room
including a climbing frame, a battery operated quad bike and a digger. These
are all very well used by the children and they spend a lot of time playing with
them as well as sharing with the Ngarawert children. The foam blocks and have
also been a huge hit with the children at the moment, they love sitting in these
with eachother and singing different songs.
Breanna came up with an alternate painting option in which the children were
able to paint with, they were given a spray bottle that we had diluted paint
with water and we had stuck paper onto the walls and windows outside and
the children were able to use the different coloured paints, walk around to the
different pieces of paper.
Reminders: Please make sure that all of your childrens clothing is labelled aswell
as lunchboxes, containers and drink bottles. Also please remember to pack a
labelled wide brimmed hat for your child. Hats are to go home each day with
children and are no longer to be kept at the centre. If you forget to pack your
child’s hat, we will notify you and request a hat delivered.
The Wook Gook Room

In the Bataluk room we have been using local areas such as the Historic Yarram
train station to replicate with blocks and trains. We borrowed books and a DVD
from the local library, some dating back decades ago. This was for the children
to explore through pictures of the old train station in the block area and refer to
for their own versions. The children were asked questions about “what the
station looks like?” “where is the station?” and “what is the station used for?”.
We explored a lot in the outdoor yard throughout the sunny days of march. The
children explored throughout the garden collecting natural objects to
investigate sticking to contact paper. The children discussed with their
educators and each other about what they had found and how they thought
their objects were sticking to the contact paper. We will be extending on this
experience by having the children use their fine motor skills to cut around the
sealed contact paper and make a tree that they can add to throughout the
year.
Throughout the middle of March, we were going to attend ‘Baby’s day out’ in
the Yarram Memorial Park. Due to sickness going around we decided it would
be better for us to stay at the center and enjoy some activities together. We
had face painting for the children, chalk drawings on the fences and
throughout the soft fall and hot chips for lunch. The children were full of smiles
all throughout the day enjoying games and activities with their peers and
educators.
We then extended on the chalk drawings by having the chalk out freely for the
children to use when they pleased. This was first stemmed from the idea of the
professional chalk drawers that placed their art throughout the town. Some of
the children had seen this and formed the connection back to the center to
our very own chalk artwork on the ground and fences.
The children have started with their Easter creations, making bunny ears and
Easter buckets ready for our Easter egg hunt at the end of the month. We had
resources such as paint, stickers and drawing utensils out freely for the children
to use. The children really enjoyed this experience smiling and giggling as they
continued to show each other their Easter creations. We are super excited for
the children to experience their Easter egg hunt.

Yarram Early Learning would like to welcome Tracy
Fraser to the centre as a qualified Kindergarten
Teacher/Educational Leader.
Tracy has come to the centre with a wealth of
knowledge and is a qualified Early childhood
professional with experience in a variety of lead
and supporting roles in the early childhood
profession over the past 24 years.
Tracy’s last role within the Early childhood service
was in the role as educational leader.
“This challenging, yet rewarding role gave me confidence in connecting with
educators, inspiring them on a quest of developing
themselves further in the early childhood field to ensure that the children in the
community were provided with quality child-centered, play-based, and holistic
educational and care programs. Keeping up a high level of communication,
listening, guiding, providing inspiration, and supporting the diverse needs of my
educators was very important to me. I believe that the role of educational
leader needs a person who is committed to lifelong learning in the early
childhood profession, with an aspiration to think outside the box and be flexible
with the many changes that occur. “
Tracy’s true passion is teaching children in the natural environment (Nature
Pedagogy). Learning with nature, in nature, believing there is no such thing as
bad weather, just bad choice of clothing. Learning in the outdoor environment is
beneficial to children’s development in so many ways. It is good for their health,
builds resilience, boosts confidence and is a space for the imagination to run
wild. Tracy has been involved in embedding nature -based programs at Fish
Creek Kindergarten, Loch and District Pre-school and Prom Coast Centre’s for
Children- bush kindergarten and nature sessions and bush playgroup for
Koonwarra Village School.
Indoor and outdoor environments should be aesthetically beautiful and
engaging with play spaces that enrich a child’s sense of imagination. That
children should be challenged to try new things and take calculated risks when
they are ready. I believe that children should be encouraged to view the world
as a beautiful place that needs our protection and care.
Tracy believes that educators should be encouraging children to seek out their
interests, whilst also sharing their interests with the children. To be present and
respond to the children, questioning, inspiring, and guiding their learning
moments, celebrating their achievements, celebrating their culture and who
they are in the community and advocating for the rights of the child and their
voice to be heard.

We are sad to say goodbye to Brianna and Janette who are both
moving on to new career prospects. This Vacation Care we welcome
Britt Tennyenhuis and Sarah McNab to our OSHC service. They have
both been attending the after-school program for several weeks to
help them find their feet.
Britt holds her Diploma in Early Childhood Education & Care and has
held previous leadership roles in Childcare centres in Melbourne and
is currently undertaking her Bachelor in Education. Sarah is one unit of
completing her Diploma of Early Childhood Education & Care and
has previously worked in Vacation care services and kindergartens.
We are excited to see what they will bring to the OSHC service.

Britt Tennyenhuis

Sarah McNab

Centre News

Welcome BBQ cancelled
Unfortunately our Welcome BBQ has
again been cancelled, we have only
had 4 families RSVP and also the early
sunset will pose a problem.

Garden Sheds
We have purchased 2 new garden
sheds to store all of our accumulated
gardening supplies and outdoor
equipment. We were hoping that a
handy parent might want to
volunteer their time to come and put
them together for us. If this is
something that you are willing and
able to do we would love to hear
from you!

Centre Open Days
As the welcome BBQ has been
cancelled we will instead be
organising Centre open days in term
2 which will give families the
opportunity to come into their child’s
room. This gives the children a
chance to show their families around
their room, look at the artwork and
room setup and for parents to
discuss the program with the
educators and ask any questions
that they may have.
Each room will inform their families
via the Xplor app as to which days
they will be invited in. We encourage
all parents to come in on their
allocated days at either pickup or
drop off and set aside a little time to
come and have a look around.

From the Committee
The Tiddalek room and the Committee of Management are currently in the
process of developing the necessary policies and procedures to introduce
our Nature Program. Our Nature program handbook will be distributed to the
families at YELC in the next few weeks.
At Yarram Early Learning, we believe childhood is precious and that being
outside in nature plays an important part of this time. Contact with nature
and the outdoors can at times, be limited for some children and research
suggests that children need to spend more time outside, in nature.
Yarram Early Learning (YEL) and, the Tiddalek (Kindergarten) room intend to
use our ‘Nature Program’ to support young children through play, to
develop responsibility for themselves and others. It will encourage the
children to take risk self-assessments, that will ensure that the children start to
consider the impact of their actions on themselves and on others. In doing
this, the children will learn to take on challenges and accept responsibility.
Children are nature learners, and our nature program will provide your
children with the time and the idea environment for them to learn in, with
uninterrupted nature play in different areas of the Yarram and District, where
they are able to use what nature has provided as learning materials. The
nature program will be a special part of your child’s total Kindergarten
experience.
The children along with the educators will have the opportunity to play in the
rain, roll down grassy mounds, balance on fallen logs, be involved in
dramatic play, find insects, and draw with sticks in the ground – to just name
a few. Each child’s developmental progression, advancing skills and interests
will be noted by their educators. The educators will use this knowledge to
support the children’s learning in nature, just as we do at the Centre. The
educators will support the children as they take risks and face challenges
essential to well- rounded learning,
Stories will be told; knowledge will be shared, and songs will be sung. At times
we may have visitors from our local community who may assist with the
children’s learning. We are fortunate to have access to a vast range of
people who have an understanding and connection to our land. Through
these times, the children will connect with and respect our areas. They will
connect with their land in a way that cannot be done under a roof or within
the walls of our Kindergarten room.

We know that some families struggle with ideas for packing a healthy lunchbox.
We’ve come across a great site that you can use to help with all things
lunchboxes. Their recipes and ideas are family-friendly, packed full of fruit,
veggies and wholegrains and use only simple, budget-friendly ingredients.

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/

YARRAM EARLY LEARNING
Email: Admin@yarramelc.com

Phone number: 0351825190

